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Multitude of Software Solutions

In an effort to squeeze efficiency and costs, particularly in trying economic times, ship and boat owners are increasingly turning to the latest
technologies designed to make vessel operations more efficient, safe and cost-effective. Maritime Reporter reports on the latest developments in

the Software Solution space.

MESPAS AG offers mespas RS, its
class-approved fleet management solu-
tion that is designed to take ship man-
agement a step further. MESPAS, which
was started just six years ago by a group
of colleagues from Sulzer, offers a con-
cept which is inherently unique in that the
company serves as a library for ship in-
formation, parts and regulations, with all
of'its customers tapping into and benefit-
ting from the efficiencies of such an op-
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eration. The mespas RS is designed to be
an all-in-one system and covers all major
components of modern marine fleet man-
agement such as maintenance, procure-
ment and quality management. Unique to
the approach is the central server with its
database hosted by MESPAS. The data-
base is preset with vessel specific data as
well as a whole range of up-to-date
generic data (such as documents pub-
lished by OEMs or certification authori-

ties). For customers, one of the greatest
sources of cost savings and increases in
efficiency result, however, from out-
sourcing IT related tasks such as server
hosting, providing security, implement-
ing software updates etc.

“We are like a bank,” said Peter Fah,
managing director, during a recent con-
versation with Maritime Reporter, “in
that we don’t own the money (informa-
tion), we manage it.”

While tapping a common database
could be a concern, particularly amongst
a business group as traditionally conser-
vative and private as shipping companies,
Féh insists that security of data and in-
formation is a paramount concern and ef-
fort for MESPAS. Maintaining this
database with the most current informa-
tion is “a huge job, but a huge advan-
tage,” said Fah, but is a critical element
in the company’s mandate to reduce man-
ual work — and costs — for its clients.

Currently MESPAS counts about 50
companies and 450 ships as clients, ac-
cording to Fih, with penetration prima-

rily in Europe, Singapore and Hong
Kong. He said there is no “typical” MES-
PAS client, as the company’s ship man-
agement solution can be found on
everything from OSVs to cruise ships to
tankers.

Every technical part or product is stored
once only, its source being OEM data.
Then each vessel is rebuilt electronically,
using these products and parts (e.g. cur-
rently more than 615,000 parts). All mes-
pas R5 software modules are directly
linked to these parts and products, giving
staff onboard and the office onshore at all
times an overview of activities across the
whole fleet.

The software prompts staff to carry out
defined tasks, and as soon as the work is
done and recorded, the data is synchro-
nized as part of the standard synchro-
nization schedule of each vessel.

Though thorough, Féh admits there is
still work to do to make the mespas solu-
tion all-encompassing.

“We are about 75% there,” he said, in-
dicating that the company is working on

RUSTIBUS &

- maintaining your values

YEARS

1978 - 2008

MEEDLE SCALERS

ANOLE DESCALERS

WK (D BEALTRS

ROS0MC SCALERS

HOUSTOMN

74

Cilobal Davit GmbH

Yarvval R Leh Lspmspesm

LIFEBOATS « RESCUEBOATS + DAVIT SYSTEMS

USCG approved rescueboats and davits in stock,
ready for Iimmediate shipment

MARINE EQUIPMENT, INC.

P.O. Box 73049 » Houston, Texas TT273 USA
Tel: 281-447-8597 « Fax: 281-447-BG6B0
E-mail: marinesguipmentd®att.net

Maritime Reporter & Engineering News



adding new drydocking and crew man-
agement modules to the system.

When Canada’s Canfornav — a shipping
company with 30 vessels operating from
the Great Lakes to multiple international
ports —needed to simplify its processes, it
turned to ShipDecision, designed by
Stelvio, Inc., which created a virtual
command center to securely link each
business partner involved in the cargo
process. Developed in consultation with
ship owners, operators and P&I Clubs,
ShipDecision is a web-based system that
is designed to integrate all of the critical
operations and documents to manage
cargo voyages. To ensure that its products
are targeted to the end-user’s needs, the
company "develops softwarefor the sake
of business, not for the sake of IT,” said
Albert Carbone, president and CEO,
Stelvio.

In this case, Stelvio's engineers worked
directly with Canfornav employees to
gain an understanding of their business
processes, challenges and needs, listen-
ing to the full spectrum of needs of staff
in the Operations, Chartering, and Ad-
ministrative departments.

ShipDecision is also targeted to ship
brokers, designed to eliminate the need
for brokers to search manually through
the thousands of incoming daily emails.
The Vessel Position feature of the system
examines each incoming message and
automatically extracts the critical vessel
information such as the name, ownership
and tonnage of the vessel; its region and
position; and its open date range.

Through a unique algorithm, the sys-
tem also ‘learns’ to adapt to various for-
mats of information, so that it can extract
the relevant data regardless of the format
in which it is
written. The
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right ship to the
right cargo, in the
most cost effective
manner, is a critical ac-
tion in the maritime shipping industry,”
said Carbone. “The feedback we have
had from the brokering community is that
the Broker Module will make a real dif-
ference in day-to-day productivity,” he
said.

Teledata Marine Solutions (TMS) re-
cently launched ShipManager 7.0, which
is designed to provide a platform for Pre-
dictive Analysis and Decision Support,
and seeks to addresses the operational
needs of Commercial Managers, Techni-
cal Managers and Ship Staff. “This prod-
uct is constructed around four building
blocks, namely Technical, Commercial,
F&A and Decision Support. The Ship-
Manager 7.0 application work flows are
designed to deliver business intelligence
to maritime enterprises,” said Himanshu
Joshi, President — Marine Products, Tele-
data Marine Solutions.

A unique ship operator can select and
use chosen business processes from dif-
ferent modules including Procurement,
Crewing, Chartering, Accounting and so
on. This approach ensures flexibility of
software use with roles and responsibili-

ties.
B e
sides featur-

ing alerts, notifications and dashboards as
integral parts of the product, ShipMan-
ager 7.0’s interfaces also provide marine
managers and ship’s crew a direct access
to a large number of critical reports in of-
fices and on ships.

Multi Service Corporation — a
global provider of billing and payment
systems — administers an Internet-based
fuel procurement and transaction man-
agement solution for the commercial
shipping and government marine indus-
tries. The Altivis interface is an adapta-
tion of an open market solution
developed for U.S. government spot
buys. The system connects bunker buy-
ers with a worldwide network of suppli-
ers and maintains a complete transaction
trail for contract and spot purchases. As a
credit and transaction service provider,
Multi Service extends lines of credit to
marine organizations, pays the bunker
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